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Agriculture in Washington
The value of Washington’s 2004 agricultural production
reached a record $5.94 billion, slightly above 1995, the
previous record high.   

Top Five: Apples continue to top the list with a value of
production of $962 million, 18.3 percent below 2003.  Apples
represented 16 percent of the total agricultural value produced. 
Milk ranked second with a value of $861 million, 28 percent
above the $675 million in 2003.  The value of wheat, at
$524 million, increased 0.6 percent over 2003, ranking third. 
Cattle slipped by potatoes for fourth place, at $476 million. 
Rounding out the top five was potatoes with production valued
at $460 million, a decrease of 6.0 percent from last year. 

These five commodities had a combined value of $3.28 billion,
or 55 percent of the 2004 total value for all commodities.  The
same five commodities in 2003 had a combined value of $3.34
billion.   In 2002 comparable figures were $3.16 billion and  56
percent.

Record Highs: Record high values of production were
recorded for milk, all hay, wrinkled seed peas, all cherries, all
pears, Kentucky bluegrass seed and blueberries.  The value of
production for milk was $861 million compared with the
previous high of $847 million set in 1998.  All hay was $377
million, compared with the second highest value of $375
million set in 2002.  Wrinkled seed peas 2004 value was $10
million compared with previous high of $8 million recorded in

1998.  Cherries (both sweet and tart) had an estimated $242
million, compared with 2003's $177 million in second place.
Kentucky Bluegrass contributed  $28 million to the economy
compared with $26 million in 2000.  Bartlett and winter pears
growers contributed $133 million to the States economy
surpassing 2003's previous record of $129.  Blueberries
generated $16.0 million in 2004 compared with the previous
record of $12.1 million last year.

Commodity Groups:  Field Crops had the highest value of all
commodity groups in 2004 with $1.80 billion, 4.0 percent
above 2003.  The Livestock group was close behind with $1.68
billion, 15.8  percent above the previous year.  In third place
was Fruits and Nuts at $1.49 billion, a drop of 10 percent from
2003.  Specialty products rose in 2004 to $535 million from
$504 last year.  Rounding out the groups were Commercial
Vegetables, at $366 million, and berry crops at $78.8 million

Another way to evaluate each crop is to look at the value per
harvested acre, which reflects both the yield and price.  Sweet
cherries topped the list for 2004 with a value of $8,159 per
acre.  Next in line was non-storage onions with a value of
$8,050 per acre and blueberries with a value of $6,667 per
harvested acre.

Government payments in 2004 totaled $197 million, less than 4
percent of the total value.  This was 26 percent below the
previous year.
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  1 Includes forest products, Christmas trees, floriculture, nursery and other horticultural products, and agaricus and other (shitake, oyster,
etc.) mushrooms.

  2 Includes government payments.


